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THE  THORNE Y  HJRAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  ME  EE  CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1946, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
for  1946. 


I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report 


The  health  of  the  district  has  been 
very  satisfactory  during  the  last  year,  but  difficulties  have 
arisen  in  the  village  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  Geraan  P.O.W. 
Camp.  This  has  overloaded  the  sewerage  system  and  caused  a 
nuisance  at  times  owing  to  the  lack  of  space  in  which  to  spread 
the  sewage. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J  •  R.  F.Popplewell , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  J.R. F.Popplewell,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

Sanitary  Inspector  T.A.C.March,  M.S.I.A. ,  Cert.R.S. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  21,796  acres. 

Population  .  2,273. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male . 

Live  Births  :  Legitimate  .  . .  ~~207~ 

"  :  Illegitimate..  1. 


Female . 

18. 

2. 


Total  : 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ... 


21. 


1. 

2. 

1. 


20. 

Nil. 


•  • 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  have  only  been  three  cases  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  year,  viz., 

2  Cases  of  Pneumonia  ages  23  and  50 
1  Case  of  Scarlet  Fever  aged  3  years. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

42^  of  children  under  5  and  QOf*  of  children  between  5  and  IS 
years  have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Nursing  In  the  Home. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

C/Ilnlos" 


The  facilities  for  all  the  above  services  are  the 
same  as  last  year. 

Hospitals. 

The  County  Hospital  at  Doddington  and  the  Peterborough 
War  Memorial  Hospital  provide  efficient  hospital  service  for 
the  area. 
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Water  Supply. 

(a)  Of  a  total  population  of  2,273  approximately  900 
live  in  the  built-up  area  of  Thorney,  having  a  piped 
supply,  the  raw  water  for  which  is  not  of  good  quality, 
but  after  treatment  including  chlorination  is  considered 
satisfactory  although  unpalatable. 

The  remaining  1,400  of  the  population  rely  on  rain 
water  collected  from  roofs  of  houses  and  buildings  into 
cisterns  whioh  are  liable  to  contamination  and  therefore 
of  doubtful  value.  Two  areas  -  Northside  and  Thorney  Dyke  - 
have  water  courses  from  the  River  Nene  as  an  extra  supply 
of  river  water  in  cases  of  drought. 

(b)  Of  the  piped  supply  there  is  adequate  quantity.  Water 
being  obtained  from  the  River  Nene  and  ran  to  the  chlorination 
plant  via  the  Thorney  river. 

The  supply  of  water  of  those  off  the  piped  supply  is 
very  precarious,  relying  as  it  does  for  the  most  part  on 
rainfall. 

In  times  of  drought  these  persons  are  allowed  to  cart 
water  from  the  Waterworks  yard.  Water  for  washing,  etc., 
is  obtained  from  the  nearest  dyke. 

The  water  from  the  River  Nene  used  for  the  public 
supply  has  varied  little  in  quality  and  needs  oareful 
treatment,  the  dosage  of  chlorine  npw  being  administered 
to  give  0.2  parts  per  million  galls  is  2.25  p.p.na. 

A  report  from  the  Public  Analyst  upon  the  water 
indicates  contamination  with  organic  matter  and  with  coliform 
organism  and  microrganlsms  capable  of  development  at  blood- 
heat  and  at  a  temperature  of  the  "cool11  incubator.  His 
opinion  is  that  the  water  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  Analyst's  report  of  the  filtration  and  chlorination 
is  as  follows  : 

"The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample 
indicates  a  fairly  hard  water  contaminated  to  some  extent 
with  organlo  matter  though  containing  very  few  bacteria. 

Whilst  this  water,  at  evidenced  by  sample*  may  be  considered 
safe  for  drinking  purposes  it  is  to  be  recommended  (1)  that 
filtration  be  made  more  efficient  (2)  that  the  rate  of 
chlorination  be  increased  and  (3)  that  efeotive  chlorination 
be  continuously  maintained. n 

This  cannot  be  considered  to  be  a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 
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•Sewerage . 

The  sewerage  system,  that  of  spreading  on  land 
available, was  satisfactory,  while  the  population  of  Thorney 
remained  stationary.  The  setting  up  of  a  German  P.o.W. 
camp  housing  800  men  has  overloaded  the'  existing  Scheme. 

It  causes  the  two  small  pumps  to  work  to  capacity 
and  they  have  to  do  more  work  than  they  were  installed  for. 

The  area,  of  land  available  for  the  disposal  of 
the  effluent  by  broad  irrigation  is  unsifficient  and  in 
consequence  of  which  the  field  is  constantly  flooded  and 
sewage  overflows  into  the  surrounding  dykes.  This  is 
ouusung  a  considarble  amount  of  nuisance  and  Inconvenience 
to  the  occupiers  of  adjoining  properties  who  use  the  water 
in  the  dykes  for  domestic  purposes.  The  installation  of 
bacteria  beds,  etc.,  for  the  treatment  of  the  effluent  is  the 
only  remedy. 

Housing. 

Twelve  hew  houses  are  under  construction. 
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